MAP-MAKING

known fjord on the east coast of Greenland. The ship
sailed on, leaving us to explore the country and walk to
the end of another fjord, where she was to take us off
again. We had a hand-drawn sketch-map with us,
whereon the outlines of the region were indicated by
dotted lines, and beyond that nothing which could help
us. We wandered through unknown valleys, seeking our
way with the help of a compass, and encountered large
rivers which could only be crossed with great difficulty.
We had to leave all our gear behind in order to get down
to the other fjord, and when we reached it we found that
its position was quite different from that shown on our
primitive map. We met the ship again some weeks later
wild with enthusiasm; our experiment, full of uncertainty
and risk, had been a true adventure.

The scientist of to-day is supplied by the leader of the
expedition with a miraculous map of this same region.
He can sit at home in his room and plan his route in
detail, choose which mountain-passes he will take, and
calculate accurately how long he will have to be away
to get his work done, and the quantity of provisions he
will need. It is almost like planning a week-end walk at
home.

It will be realised what this means to the efficiency of
the scientist, and to the future exploration and exploita-
tion of the country.
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